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THE POWER OF POSITIVE PEOPLE
SERVING THE CENTRAL VALLEY SINCE 1959

The National Weather Service office predicts
a combination of cloudy and sunshine condi-
tions for the coming week. Highs 60s, lows at
night 40s degrees.
Have a wonderful week!

Elsewhere

Linden forecast, high/nightime low, sunrise/sunset
(National Weather Service)
Linden latitude 38.0213 N • Longitude 121.0838 W • 92 foot elevation

1st light/sunrise/sunset
6:26 6:53 5:43
6:26 6:52 5:44
6:25 6:52 5:45
6:24 6:51 5:46
6:23 6:50 5:47
6:23 6:49 5:48
6:22 6:48 5:49

Wayward cat
grounds jet

Saturday                 59/42       partly sunny
Sunday           60/45      mostly cloudy
Monday           62/41      partly sunny
Tuesday           63/45      mostly sunny
Wednesday          64/43      mostly sunny
Thursday           66/44
Friday                62/44

Linden Uified School District Open Enroll-

ment for TK, Kinder, and new students starts

March 3. Enrollment applications are avail-

able at school sites and accessible online at

www.lindenusd.com. For questions, please

call the district office at 209-887-3894.

Linden school  registration

Feb. 11 (UPI) — A

Ryanair flight bound for
Germany was grounded

for two days in Rome af-
ter a stowaway cat was

found to have climbed
into the plane’s electrical

bay.

The Boeing 737 had

been scheduled to take
passengers to Germany

last week, but the flight
was delayed when crew

members heard meowing
coming from the plane’s

inner workings.
Engineers discovered

the cat was in the
vehicle’s electrical bay,

and their attempts to
reach the feline only

caused it to flee further
into the mechanism.

The plane was
grounded, with engi-

neers raising fears that
the cat could cause po-

tentially catastrophic
damage while in the air.

A door was left open and
the cat finally exited the

plane on its own after
about two days on the

tarmac.
The plane finally de-

parted for Germany on
Monday.

Feb. 10 (UPI) — Califor-

nia Highway Patrol offic-
ers were left playing “a

giant game of pick-up
sticks” when a truck

spilled its load of chop-
sticks onto the highway.

The CHP’s Hayward sta-
tion said on social media

that officers responded
to a report of a traffic

hazard on Interstate
580, near the Redwood

Road exit, and arrived to
find the “sticky situa-

tion.”
“Turns out, someone

turned the freeway into
a giant game of pick-up

sticks,” the post said.
“Unfortunately, this

means a local restaurant

Picking up
chopsticks part
of CHP work

Lions took third place in
the Mother Lode League
tournament hosted by
Bret Harte High School
with two individual
Mens Champions and
three Womens Champi-
ons.
Men have 13 moving

on to divisionals at
Calaveras High February
14-15 qualifying 12 with
one alternate. Women
will advance 8 to the
South Regional hosted
by Central Valley high in
Ceres February 14-15.

Men
Julian Torres 1st
Jacob Maldonado 1st
Evan Laires 2nd
Noah Lee 2nd
Jake Daluz 2nd
Ricky Arata 3rd
Robert Hawthorne 3rd
Dane Oldham 3rd
Anthony Sanguenetti
4th
Leo Agbulos 4th
James Boysen 4th
Jonah Craven 4th
Jackson Bottoms 5th

Women
Sofia Goins 1st
Madalyn Alvarez 1st
Paetyn Schmidt 1st
Isabella Needham 2nd
Noelanie Plata 2nd
Calista Santos 2nd
Remy Tankersley 2nd
Dakota Royer 2nd
Cari Bradwell 4th

Women Champions Madalyn Alvarez (left) and Sofia Goins with Coach James Goins

Mother Lode League participants after the first MLL Women league tournament

RIGHT—Men
Champions Julian
Torres and Jacob
Maldonado

Wrestlers
excel
at
League
tourney

On December 23, 2024, at approxi-
mately 11 p.m., Officers responded to
the 2500 block of Belleview St. on a
report of two unresponsive subjects.
They arrived on scene and located a
female, 40s, and a late teens male,
both unresponsive. They were pro-
nounced deceased on scene.
Stockton Police Department Homi-

cide detectives responded and as-

sumed the investigation.
This remains an ongoing investiga-

tion.
Arrest update:
Detectives and Task Force members

have conducted tireless follow-up
since this incident occurred.
On February 11, 2025, members of

the US Marshals Task Force, along

Double murder suspect found in Mexico

(See page 3—Arrest)
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Crossword
By Myles Mellor
Answers on page 6

First Baptist Church

17580 E. Hwy 26

 887-3010

Sunday School .... 9:45 am

Wed. Bible study.. 6:30 pm

Youth Group

Wednesday, ......... 6:30 pm

Holy Cross Church

“In hos signo vinces”

18633 E. Front St.

Services:

Saturday Confession  4:30 pm

Sat. Mass (English) ... 5 pm

Sunday ....................9:30 am

Spanish.................. 11:30 am

Wednesday Mass ...... 8 am

Linden churches
Linden-Peters

Full Gospel Church

400 N. Fine, Peters

Pastor Judd

Sunday School ....... 10 am

Sun. Worship .......11am,

6 pm

Linden United Methodist

19147 E. Main, 887-3362

Sunday School ..... 9:15 am

Sunday Worship  10:30 am

Farmington

United Methodist Church

25626 E. Elm, Farmington

Sunday Worship   9:30 am

Congratulations

Watch Commander’s …

Day & night report
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Quote …

East San Joaquin County Sheriff calls

(See page 8—Crime)

Feb. 5
* 1:37 pm, disturbing the peace, school threats, 19400 block N.
Tully Road, Lockeford
* 2:59 pm, document fraud, 12800 block N. Eberhard Road
 6:07 pm. document fraud, 4800 block N. Archerdale Road, Lin-
den
* 7:30 pm, illegal weapons, 12700 block N. Hwy 88

Feb. 6
* 2:46 pm, trespassing, disturbing the peace, Glenwood Elemen-
tary School

Feb. 7
* 4:04 am, disturbing the peace, fighting, 11100 block E. Hwy
26, Linden

Feb. 8
* 2:45 pm, disturbing the peace, violation of visitation order,
13300 block E. Hwy 12/88, Lockeford

Feb. 9
* 1:10 am, disturbing the peace, suspicious persons, 18900
block N. Hwy 12/88
* 3:09 am, agricultural theft over $400, 23300 block E. Flood
Road, Linden
* 8:54 pm, disturbing the peace, family quarrel, 1700 block N.
Patterson Avenue

Feb. 10
* 7:56 pm, document fraud, 18600 block E. Hwy 26, Linden

Feb. 11
* 11:16 am, disturbing the peace, 1700 block E. Hewitt Road

Armed Robbery (1407) 6009 North El Dorado Street, Bear Creek
District
The male victim, 58, was working in the area of the call loca-

tion. Two suspects entered the store, brandished firearms, and
demanded money. The victim complied, and the suspects fled.
SUSPECTS: Two unknown suspects, wearing masks and gloves,
one armed with a handgun and the other a rifle.

Armed Robbery (1537), 2800 Block of Farmington Road, Park
District
The male victim, 28, was working in the area of the call loca-

tion. Two suspects entered the store, brandished firearms, and
demanded money. The victim complied, and the suspects fled.
SUSPECTS: A Black and Hispanic male wearing dark clothing
and masks.

Armed Robbery (1545), 2000 Block of South Mariposa Road,
Park District
The male victim, 18, was working in the area of the call loca-

tion. Two suspects entered the store, brandished firearms, and
demanded money. The victim complied, and the suspects fled.
SUSPECTS: Two Hispanic males were last seen wearing masks
and gloves.

At 1550 hours, another local police agency attempted to
stop a vehicle that matched the description for entries 1-3 and
other robberies within the county. A pursuit ensued, but the
suspects were taken into custody. One adult male & one male
juvenile were arrested.

Armed carjacking (1903), 2200 Block of Netherton Avenue, Park
District
The male victim, 46, was parking his vehicle when the sus-

pect approached, armed with a firearm. The suspect demanded
the victim’s money and vehicle. The suspects fled in the victim’s
vehicle. SUSPECT: Unknown race male, wearing dark clothing,
armed with a gun.

Weapon Arrest (0243) 3100 Block of West Hammer Lane, Bear
Creek District
Officers responded to a vandalism report and detained the

suspect. Officers located a handgun in the suspect’s waistband
during a search. The suspect was taken into custody without
incident. ARRESTED: Dustin Hof, 29, for weapon violations.

Armed Robbery (1500) 00 Block of West Harding Way, Civict
District
The male victim, 24, was working at an area business when

the suspect entered, brandished a firearm, and demanded prop-

    Casting Black actors is still strange for Hollywood. Denzel
gets the offer first. Then it's Danny Glover, Forest Whitaker,
and Wesley Snipes. Right now, I'm the next one on the list.
— actor Samuel L. Jackson discussing his new fame in 1993

A biographer
once wrote of
Christopher Co-
lumbus that “He
discovered no
island or sea as lonely as him-
self.”
How different for those who

trust God!
David wrote, “When You,

God, went out before Your
people, when You marched
through the wilderness ... You
provided for the poor!”
The writer of Hebrews ech-

oed those words when he
wrote, “I will never leave you
nor ever forsake
you..”
King Nebuchadnezzar re-

fused to hear the testimony of
three young men. He bound
them and threw them into a
fiery furnace. In amazement,
when he looked into the fur-
nace he did not see three men,
but four: unharmed and un-
bound. He shouted, “Servants
of the Most High God, come
out! Come here!” God went
before them, protected them
and rescued them.
On one occasion the dis-

ciples of Jesus were frightened
by the winds and the waves
that were threatening them.
They were in a little boat with
little hope. Then Jesus ap-
peared and said, “Take cour-
age. Don’t be afraid. It is l!” He
went to them, calmed their
fears and then said, “You of
little faith. Why did you
doubt?”
A Psalmist was traveling

through a deep valley with
dark shadows. He was filled
with great fear as he faced the
“unknown.” Yet, he was able
to say, “I will fear no evil, for
You are with me. Your rod and
Your staff will comfort me!” He
trusted God because He never
abandoned Him.
The Lord always goes before

us to protect us. He will pro-
vide for everything we need
now and through eternity.

One night before climbing
into bed, Brad knelt with his
mother to pray. “Now I lay me
down to sleep, I pray Thee
Lord, my soul to keep; if I
should die before I wake...”
There was a long pause and
suddenly he stopped praying.
“Go on,” said his mother to

encourage him.
“I can’t,” he cried and ran

from the room.
A few moments later he re-

turned and finished the
prayer, “I pray Thee Lord my
soul to take.”
“What happened?” his

Mother asked.
“Well,” he confessed, “just

before we knelt to pray, I went
into James’ room and took all
of his toy soldiers and hid
them. Then I hid his tanks,
cannons and trucks so he
couldn’t see them. And after I
started to pray I had to stop
and make everything right be-
cause I knew that God
wouldn’t hear me.”
Many times we pray and get

no answers. Often we think
that God is not willing to hear
us or unable to help us. But
that is not true.
We cannot knowingly have

sin in our hearts and lives and
go to God and expect Him to
answer our prayers. If we ex-
pect God to hear and answer
our prayers we must make
things right first.
Said the Psalmist, “if I had

cherished sin in my heart, the
Lord would not have listened.”
It is only when we willingly
confess and forsake our sins
that we can expect God to an-
swer our prayers. It may be
time to stop in the middle of a
prayer, right some wrongs and
then pray.
Visit us at

SowerMinistries.org

Across
1 This, for example, with "the"
4 Satisfied a craving
7 Shower alternative
11 Support for a bill
12 Assortment of chocolates
13 It's measured in square
units
14 Do dinner
15 Adversary
17 An hour of prime-time TV,
often
19 It's a boy
20 Infielder's mistake
22 Take the money and run
25 Gave high honours
28 Do some piano mainte-
nance
29 Nursing home aid, per-
haps
30 Sagelike
32 Test
33 High-pressure weather
system
34 Tabloid
35 Undergo a chemical trans-
formation
39 Natural desire
43 Slew
44 McCoy adjective
45 Pile up debt
46 Type of wind

47 Word repeated before
"moons ago"
48 Auction action
49 "___ in the Family"

Down
1 Studied visually
2 Close to home
3 Statistical information
4 On the ferry
5 Acme
6 Got really angry
7 Boston or Chicago
8 Equal
9 Five-sixths of a dozen
10 Magician's stock item
16 Sculler's gear
18 A ___ technicality
21 Gospel
22 Period of success on Broad-
way
23 Unified
24 Oyster's place
25 Work on Broadway
26 It's more than a mere battle
27 This or that
28 Support for a tire swing
31 "I'm with you!"
33 Snitcher
34 Put faith in
36 Where Borneo is
37 Poky part
38 Like most N.B.A. players
39 Bench-pressing limb
40 Sweet flower
41 Prospector's tool
42 Mixed doubles team
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Delicatessen & CateringDelicatessen & CateringDelicatessen & CateringDelicatessen & CateringDelicatessen & Catering

Now open Mon-SundayNow open Mon-SundayNow open Mon-SundayNow open Mon-SundayNow open Mon-Sunday
10:30 am-8 pm10:30 am-8 pm10:30 am-8 pm10:30 am-8 pm10:30 am-8 pm

Since 1977Since 1977Since 1977Since 1977Since 1977
• Catering• Catering• Catering• Catering• Catering
• Take Out• Take Out• Take Out• Take Out• Take Out

18847 E. Front St.18847 E. Front St.18847 E. Front St.18847 E. Front St.18847 E. Front St.
LindenLindenLindenLindenLinden

209-887-2121209-887-2121209-887-2121209-887-2121209-887-2121

WELL DRILLING, PUMPS &
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

CONT. LIC. 377923
17707 E. HWY 26, P.O. BOX 64

LINDEN, CA 95236

DANIEL PURVIANCE
SAMUEL PURVIANCE

(209) 887-3554
FAX (209) 887-3574

Feb. 18
New Mettle Farms:
aromatherapy, 6-7 pm

Feb. 19
Melty beads coding charms,
4:45-5:45

Feb. 21
Story time 10:20-10:45
Mini Monets, coffee-filter crafts
11:-11:30 pm

Feb 22
Storytime 10:20-10:45

New Mettle Farms: spice tea
blends 1-2

Feb. 24
Wooden door signs, 3:30-4:45

Feb. 25
Upcycled book projects 5:45-
6:45

Feb. 28
Storytime 10:20-10:45

Linden
Library
schedule

Lions at SCWAY Bullfrog
Brawl!
Another incredible
performance from our
wrestlers at the SCWAY
Bullfrog Brawl—these
Lions came to battle
and left it all on the
mat!
1st Place Champions:
• Jax Green
• Chad Nixon
• John Burkland
• Frankie Alonso
• Scarlett Coppock
2nd Place:
• Auggie Solari
• Wyatt Wolf
• Arturo Huerta
3rd Place:
• Raiden Webb
• Bailee Green
4th Place:
• Damien Alvarez
• Jordan Quarisa
Huge congratulations to
all our wrestlers for
their hard work and
determination. The
season keeps rolling,
and we’re only getting
better!
Photograph—
Scarlett Coppock is on
the left, Jax Green and
his sister Bailee Green

with Mexico Regional Police,

located Julio Valdez in

Rosarito, Mexico, and were

able to take him into custody

without incident.

Valdez is in the process of

being extradited to San

Joaquin County.

More about …

 Arrest

Big shout out to

former Lady Lion

softballer Hannah

Ortega.  She pitched

recently for Fresno

State vs Stanford

for 2 and 2/3 innings.

Allowed no runs. Great

job Hannah!!

Hannah
Ortega at
Fresno State
vs Stanford
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Stockton Monuments

Serving Linden, Stockton,
Galt and the Foothill area
for over 23 years

209-942-2747
Fax: 209-942-2722
       821 E. Harding Way • Stockton

office@stocktonmonuments.com
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R&B
PROTECTIVE COATINGS

PO BOX 652
LINDEN

CALL 209-887-2030

San Joaquin County Board
of Supervisors Advocates
for
Voter ID Requirements and
Elimination of Same-Day
Registration

The San Joaquin County
Board of Supervisors recently
approved letters to state and
federal leaders urging
changes to election laws to
require voter identification
for all elections and eliminate
same-day voter registration.
These measures aim to en-
hance election integrity, con-
trol costs, and bolster public
confidence in the electoral
process.
“We consistently hear from

our constituents on this is-
sue and recognize the impor-
tance of bolstering voter con-
fidence in our elections,” said
Board Chair Paul Canepa.
“The Election Advisory
Committee’s efforts played a
key role in guiding this Board
to its decision.”
Thirty-six states have laws

that request or require vot-
ers to present identification
at the polls. Additionally,
more than half of U.S. states
do not allow same-day voter
registration. While same-day
registration was originally
implemented to increase
voter accessibility, it has pre-
sented administrative chal-
lenges and contributed to
delays in election certifica-
tion.

California law allows people to
register and vote with a provi-
sional ballot up to 14 days before
an election, including Election
Day. However, processing provi-
sional ballots requires additional
staff time, resources, and costs,
as each ballot must be verified
before it is counted. Both the Cali-
fornia Secretary of State and the
San Joaquin County Registrar of
Voters websites say the registra-
tion deadline is 14 days before the
election. This discrepancy needs
to be fixed to make the rules clear,
consistent, and more efficient.
District Four Supervisor Steve

Ding, who led the effort by bring-
ing this item to the Board, empha-
sized, “Requiring ID to vote is sim-
ply common sense—it’s needed for
everyday tasks, so why not for
something as important as voting?
Same-day registration only adds
confusion and costs more to verify
voters. Enforcing registration
deadlines helps save taxpayer
money.”
On January 9 the San Joaquin

County Election Advisory Com-
mittee (EAC) unanimously ap-
proved a recommendation sup-
porting these election law
changes. The Board of Supervi-
sors reviewed the EAC’s recom-
mendation 10 days later and re-
quested the opportunity to review
draft letters before finalizing its
action.
The San Joaquin County Board

of Supervisors is advocating for
these reforms to promote trans-
parency and public confidence in
the election process.

San Joaquin Supervisors
want to eliminate
same-day voter registration

As a result of significant
storms in early February,
which resulted in high run-
off inflows into Northern
California reservoirs, the
federal Bureau of Reclama-
tion (BOR) is implementing
flood control operations at
the Shasta Reservoir. Those
operations include doubling
water releases from the res-
ervoir, beginning Friday,
February 7.

The actions are being un-
dertaken with close coordi-
nation between Federal,
State and local agencies,
according to a press release
from Mary Lee Knecht, a
spokesperson for the BOR.
The BOR coordinates its
flood management opera-
tions in order to maximize
hydropower created by re-
leases from Central Valley
Project facilities, including

Shasta Dam.

“Federal pumps in the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Bay-
Delta are currently operat-
ing at maximum capacity
and storing water in San
Luis Reservoir to support
south-of-Delta delivery to
farms, communities, and
wildlife refuges when
needed later this year,” ac-
cording to a press release
from the BOR on February
6.

Releases from the Shasta
Reservoir will be double
from the current rate of
30,000 cubic feet per sec-
ond to 60,000 cfs, begin-
ning Friday, February 7.
The releases will be imple-
mented over the day on Fri-
day, increasing to 40,000
csf by 2 pm, and reaching
a full 60,000 by 10 pm.

Keswick Dam, which is located
not far downstream from
Shasta Dam, will help regulate
the flow of the releases from the
Shasta Reservoir, which are
expected to last at least through
the weekend and could be ad-
justed next week as needed.

Similarly, on the Trinity River,
the BOR said, Lewiston Dam
releases will increase from
1,500 cfs to 3,500 cfs on Fri-
day. Whiskeytown Dam re-
leases, which are currently at
300 cfs, will remain in place.

Since January 31, the Shasta
Reservoir has risen by more
than 22 feet, the BOR says. A
coordinated team that includes
local and state agencies as well
as the United States Army
Corps of Engineers is working
together to implement the wa-
ter releases.

Storms fill state reservoirs
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Tight lines …
Compiled by E-Rod, Linden Herald correspondent

e

Special $79.95
Don’t wait, call NOW and

receive a 13-point
 Preventative Maintenance
“Pre-Season” Check-Up

McLAUGHLIN
AIR CONDITIONING Co.
Is Celebrating
70 Years in Business

Hayley Herzig’s Winnebago sturgeon weighed more than
180 pounds, and it took four people more than 20 min-
utes to haul it through a hole in the ice
By Bob McNally
Hayley Herzig with her 180-pounder, the fourth-larg-
est lake sturgeon ever speared on the Lake Winnebago,
Wisconsin system.
The early morning air temperature was only 15 degrees

on Feb. 8, when Hayley Herzig, her boyfriend, Charlie Loehr,
and his cousin, Ben Loehr, stepped out of their truck and
onto the rock-solid
surface of Lake
Winnebago. They’d
parked on the north
shore near Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, and they
headed straight for a
wooden ice shanty
where they waited for
the lake’s short spear-
ing season to begin.
“We got there early,

before the season opened at 7 a.m.,” Herzig tells Outdoor
Life. “It was pretty tight inside the shanty with three of us,
and all our spearing gear and clothing. But when legal
spearing began, we were ready.”
Herzig says Charlie and Ben are experienced Winnebago
spearfishermen. They had scouted the area well before the
opener, drilling test holes through the 18-inch-thick lake
ice and dropping sonar devices to check for hot spots.
“They found a good place in 13 feet of water before the

season,” says Herzig. “So right there we cut a 2-foot by 4-
foot large hole in the ice with a chainsaw, because you
need a big opening for spearing. Then the shanty was pulled
over the hole, and we were all set for opening day.”
As part of their preparation, Herzig says they used sepa-

rate lines to lower an underwater camera and a LiveScope
transducer to the bottom of the lake.The group also hung
a white coffee mug from a third line to act as a decoy and
draw sturgeon in.
“Winnebago is off color this year, so we really needed the

camera and sonar to let us know when a sturgeon passed
under the shanty,” explains Herzig, a nursing student from
Fond du Lac. “The sonar was most helpful, and with expe-
rience it’s easy to tell what a sturgeon looks like on a so-
nar screen compared to a big pike or other fish.”
At 7:05 a.m. that morning, just five minutes into the

spearing season, Ben spotted a large sturgeon as it passed
under their shanty.
Herzig’s boyfriend, Charlie Loehr (left), helped her land

the fish by throwing a second spear into the giant stur-
geon.
“I couldn’t see the fish but we knew it was there, so I

threw my 5-prong spear straight down and barbed it in
the tail,” Herzig says. “It was a lucky shot.”
With the spear in the fish’s tail, it pulled hard against the
rope. The three anglers battled the big sturgeon for about
10 minutes and finally pulled it near the hole. They only
saw the fish for a moment, but it was enough time for
Charlie to throw a single-prong spear into the middle.
“It put up real fight, against two harpoons with heavy

ropes attached,” Herzig said. “It fought us for another 10
minutes, then finally tired and we pulled it to the ice hole.
That was a little scary – with the big flopping fish, all our
gear inside the shanty, wearing heavy clothing, and all of
us struggling to get it out of the water and not fall in.”
They called their friend Justin Kraus, who was nearby

in another shanty. With Kraus’ help, they managed to lift
the fish out of the hole and onto the ice. Loading the giant
sturgeon into the truck bed was a challenge, too, says
Herzig.
After spending the rest of their morning in the shanty,

they took the fish to be weighed, as required by the DNR,
before 1 p.m. They went to the official weigh station at
Wendt’s on the Lake, a lakeshore restaurant that also
serves as a gathering place during spearing season.
After confirming Herzig’s fish as a female lake sturgeon,

DNR personnel recorded a weight of 180.5 pounds, with a
79.3-inch length. While short of the Winnebago Lake stur-
geon record of 212.2 pounds, Herzig’s fish is still a giant
for the well-known fishery.
Herzig’s fish weighed more than 180 pounds and mea-

sured 79.3 inches in length, which means it was longer
than she is tall.
“They told me it’s the fourth largest sturgeon taken in

the Winnebago watershed. I’ve been doing this for five years,
mostly with my dad who’s been spearing sturgeon for 15
years. But this is my first one I’ve ever gotten.”
Anglers can buy a Winnebago sturgeon spearing license

well in advance of the season, with each angler allowed
only one fish. The season lasts for 16 days or until a spe-
cific harvest cap is reached, and the Wisconsin DNR says
290 sturgeon were speared during opening weekend —
with Herzig’s being the largest. There were also more than
3,000 ice shanties out on the lake over the weekend, ac-
cording to the agency.
Herzig says they’ll filet her big lake sturgeon, and then

either smoke the meat or cut it into pieces for frying. She
says the meat is great eating. And although her spearing
season is over for the year, she’s already planning to go
back out with Charlie, Ben, and her dad, all of whom still
have licenses. “It’s been really exciting,” she says. “I was
so lucky to get my sturgeon, and I’d love to do it again and
help the others get one.”

POPLAR BLUFF, MISSOURI—·
A Life Remembered: My

Father, Sergio Garduño
Tonight, my blood father,

Sergio Garduño, passed
away—across a country, yet
shattering my heart as if he
were right beside me. Born
in Mexico, he came to Califor-
nia through the hard work of
my grandfather during the
war, when the United States
launched the Bracero Pro-
gram, offering legal immi-
grants a chance at a better life
in the fields. He was a man of
many identities, yet to me, he
was simply my father—his
only child, his legacy.
Sergio grew up in Linden, a

small Italian farming commu-
nity where everyone knew his
name. To some, he was a
fighter in high school, a young
man with fire in his heart. To
others, he was a respected
manager in the walnut and
cherry orchards, leading la-
borers with skill and grit.
There were those who knew
him for his darker, more clan-
destine pursuits, and others
who saw him behind the wheel
of a forklift at the big red barn
in town. Some remember the
days he owned a baseball card
shop, while others recall the
treehouses and koi ponds he
built with his hands. But no
matter what chapter of his life
they knew him from, the old
Italian farmers loved my fa-
ther—for his respect, his work
ethic, and the infectious smile
I inherited from him.
For years, I believed I was

simply half-Mexican, only to
later discover, through DNA
tests, that we were Spanish-
speaking Natives.
Yet identity, like life itself, is

fluid—something my father
understood well. He was a
man forever searching for his
place in this world, like so
many of us.
I will never forget the memo-

ries we created—the hikes
through the wilderness, the
nights spent camping under
the stars, the thrill of explor-
ing caves and searching for
lost treasures in abandoned
mining camps. He taught me
to value history, to collect old
coins, stamps, and relics from
the past. But I will also re-
member the painful times,
when schizophrenia took hold
of his mind, leading him to
cover his walls with lifelike
faces drawn in a frenzy of con-
fusion. I inherited his artistic
gift, his ability to bring images
to life, just as I
inherited his resilience.

My father was neither a saint
nor a sinner—he simply was
a man, flawed and lost at
times, but never lacking in
heart. I remember the burritos
he sent me at school through
my aunt, the late-night runs
to Food 4 Less for fresh French
bread and Mexican cheese, the
simple joys of sharing a meal
together. He taught me to
stand tall, to fight back when
necessary. I once watched him
take on three men at a gas sta-
tion—half his age—and win.
To some, he was a demon.

To me, he was my dad.
Time and distance created a

space between us, but I was
blessed to see him just months

ago. He was so full of life, zip-
ping around on his walker in
Missouri, beaming with pride
as he spoke of the man I had
become. He told me how he
had always loved my stepfa-
ther, Jim, for doing what he
could not—raising me into the
man he had always hoped I
would be. He shared his
struggles with his illness, how
it had forced him to step away
at times, but he had always
known I was safe, cared for.
He told me he was proud of

me.
I shared my own struggles

with him—my near-death ex-
periences as a sick child, my
battles with severe sleep ap-
nea, the things I have seen in
the moments between life and
death. He listened, never
judged, just sat with me in
that moment, as only a father
could. Then, he made me one
final meal—eggs, bacon,

refried beans, Mexican
cheese, and buttery toast. He
didn’t eat a single bite, only
watched me, as if knowing it
would be the last time. Look-
ing back, I see now that he
was already
beginning his journey beyond
this life.
Now, I am left without a fa-

ther. But I have my mother,
the woman who raised me,
who gave me her laugh, her
kindness, her love. She taught
me to be humble, to be com-
passionate, even to those who
would try to break me. And as
I sit here, shaking, crying, I
know that my dad is no longer
lost or suffering. He is free—

free to visit me in my dreams,
just as my stepfather does.
I owe a special thanks to my

Tía María, who stood by him
through his illness, who
helped him find God in the
end. On my last visit, he spoke
of the Bible, of his happiness,
of watching Fox News and see-
ing Donald Trump—a man
born in Mexico who loved
Trump. A paradox that some
might find amusing, but one
that only proves the complex-
ity of life and identity.
Life is too short for hatred.

My father’s journey reminds
me that we should be proud
of this nation, of its founda-
tions built on faith, hard
work, and the relentless pur-
suit of something greater. We
are here, if only for a moment,
to carve our names into the
annals of history before we,
too, journey to the stars.
Rest easy, Dad. You are fi-

nally free.

Tribute to former Linden resident

Sergio Garduño …
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NAME
CHANGE
HEARING

San Joaquin Co.

LEGAL NOTICES

Superior Court of California, County of San Joaquin,
180 E. Weber Ave., Stockton CA 95202
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME
Filed  Jan. 6, 2024
Case STK-CV-UNC-2025-137
PETITION Chelsea Marie Casignia FOR CHANGE
OF NAME

TO ALL INTERESTED  PERSONS Chelsea
Marie Casignia filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
Present name: Chelsea Marie Casignia
Proposed name: Chelsea Marie Robertson
 THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested
in this matter appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection that in-
cludes the reasons for this objection at least two
court days before the matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING:  Date: Feb. 24, 2025
Time: 11:00 AM, Dept. L1 Superior Court, Lodi

A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be
published at least once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set for hearing on the
petition in the following newspaper of general cir-
culation, printed in this county Linden Herald

Date: Jan. 6, 2025
S/ Erin Guy Castillo

Judge of the Superior Court
2/20

Superior Court of California, County of San Joaquin,
180 E. Weber Ave., Stockton CA 95202
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME
Filed  Jan. 28, 2024
Case STK-CV-UNC-2025-1330
PETITION  Jeanette Jensen FOR CHANGE OF
NAME

TO ALL INTERESTED  PERSONS Jeanette
Jensen filed a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
Present name: Jeanette Jensen
Proposed name: Janessa Margaret
 THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested
in this matter appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection that in-
cludes the reasons for this objection at least two
court days before the matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING:  Date: March 24, 2025
Time: 11:00 AM, Dept. L1 Superior Court, 217 W.
Elm St., Lodi CA 95240

A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be
published at least once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set for hearing on the
petition in the following newspaper of general cir-
culation, printed in this county Linden Herald

Date: Jan. 28, 2025
S/ Erin Guy Castillo

Judge of the Superior Court
3/6

Superior Court of California, County of San Joaquin,
180 E. Weber Ave., Stockton CA 95202
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME
Filed  Jan. 28, 2024
Case STK-CV-UNC-2025-1325
PETITION  Alan Jensen FOR CHANGE OF NAME

TO ALL INTERESTED  PERSONS Alan Jensen
filed a petition with this court for a decree changing
names as follows:
Present name: Alan Jensen
Proposed name: Jake Francis
 THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested
in this matter appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection that in-
cludes the reasons for this objection at least two
court days before the matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING:  Date: March 24, 2025
Time: 11:00 AM, Dept. L1 Superior Court, 217 W.
Elm St., Lodi CA 95240

A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be
published at least once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set for hearing on the
petition in the following newspaper of general cir-
culation, printed in this county Linden Herald

Date: Jan. 28, 2025
S/ Erin Guy Castillo

Judge of the Superior Court

3/6

Superior Court of California, County of San Joaquin,
180 E. Weber Ave., Stockton CA 95202
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME
Filed  Jan. 21, 2024
Case STK-CV-UNC-2025-946
PETITION   Jackeline Case FOR CHANGE OF
NAME

TO ALL INTERESTED  PERSONS Jackeline
Case filed a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
Present name: Jackeline Case
Proposed name: Jacqueline Case
 THE COURT ORDERS that all persons interested
in this matter appear before this court at the hear-
ing indicated below to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection that in-
cludes the reasons for this objection at least two
court days before the matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear at the hearing to show
cause why the petition should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING:  Date: March 24, 2025
Time: 11:00 AM, Dept. L1 Superior Court, 217 W.
Elm St., Lodi CA 95240

A copy of this Order to Show Cause shall be
published at least once each week for four succes-
sive weeks prior to the date set for hearing on the
petition in the following newspaper of general cir-
culation, printed in this county Linden Herald

Date: Jan. 21, 2025
S/ Erin Guy Castillo

Judge of the Superior Court
3/6

Fictitious
Business
Name

Original (Refile)
Previous File # 2020-000770
Doc. #2024-117434
12/2/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Import
Export International, 4388 Matthew Way, Tracy, CA
95377
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Hong Cui, 4388 Matthew Way, Tracy CA 95377
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 2020
S/ Hong Cui
1/30

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2024-117434
1/31/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Satus,
Auxiliator, Practical Essential, Parabilis Auto, Sul-
len Transportation, 110 N. San Joaquin St., Stock-
ton CA 95202
Ronnie Linell Smith Jr., 110 N. San Joaquin St.,
Stockton CA 95202
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on N/A
S/ Ronnie Smith Jr.
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2024-002434
1/10/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Judy’s
Hair Salon, 1121 N Wilson Way, Stockton CA 95205
Teresa Gonzalez 1121 N Wilson Way, Stockton CA
95205
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 11/1999
S/ Teresa Gonzalez
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2024-107514
12/9/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Freshco
Food Center #4, 2720 Country Club Blvd., Stock-
ton CA 95204
Calistocks, Inc., 3750 W Shields Ave., Fresno CA
93722
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
CA corporation
This business is conducted by a corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 12/02/
2024
S/ Abdulgalti F. Hussein, President
2/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-000919
1/6/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Haynes
Board and Care, 17201 N. Tully Rd., Lodi CA 95240
Sandra Haynes, 17201 N. Tully Rd., Lodi CA 95240
Cheryl Parker 17201 N. Tully Rd. Lodi CA 95240
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by co-partners.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 1/3/2020
S/ Sandra Haynes-Andrews
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-005989
1/24/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement

The following person is doing business as Tracy
Ford Used Cars, 2628 Robertson Rd., Tracy CA
95304
Dornoch Inc., 3500 Auto Plaza Way, Tracy CA
95304
California corporation
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by a corporation
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 1/25/13
S/ Brian T. Nokes, President
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-005988
1/24/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Tracy
Ford, 3500 Auto Plaza Way,  Tracy CA 95304
Dornoch Inc., 3500 Auto Plaza Way, Tracy CA
95304
California corporation
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by a corporation
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 6-15-10
S/ Brian T. Nokes, President
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-005989
1/24/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Tracy
Ford Used Cars, 2628 Robertson Rd., Tracy CA
95304
Dornoch Inc., 3500 Auto Plaza Way, Tracy CA
95304
California corporation
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by a corporation
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 1/25/13
S/ Brian T. Nokes, President
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-002573
1/10/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Atlantis
Vending Co., 1225 Figueroa St., Stockton CA 95203
David Joseph Alanis, 1225 Fgueroa St.
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by an individual
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on N/A
S/ David Alanis
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-001761
1/9/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as O’
Connors Spotless Gutter & Roof Cleaning. 939 S.
Wagner Ave., Stockton CA 95215
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by an individual
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 1/9/25
S/ Fabian A. Vizcarra-O’Connor
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-010143
2/7/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Stock-
ton-Delta Amateur Radio Club, 5617 N Jack Tone
Rd., Stockton, California 95215
Stockton-Delta Amateur Radio Organization, PO
Box 690271, Stockton, California 95269
CA LLC
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by a limited liability
company
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 6-1-1937
S/ Austin Erdman, Secretary
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-000138
1/2/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Jesse’s
Transportation, 702 S/ Rapallo St., Stockton CA
95215
Fidel Jesus Delagado Alaverz, 702 S. Rapallo St.,
Stockton CA 95215
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by an individual
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on N/A
S/ Fidel Jesus Delgado Alvaez
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2024-116127
12/23/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Vantage
Conbsulting Company, 24803 N. Pearl Rd.,
Acampo, CA 95220
Robin Angela Baglietto, 24803 N. Pearl Rd.,
Acampo CA 95220
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by an individual
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on N/A
S/ Robin Baglietto
2/27

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-010610
2/10/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Natural
Water Detox, 4255 Pacific Ave., Ste 4B, Stockton
CA 95207
FLD Financial Services LLC, 9717 Elk Grove Florin
Road, Stockton CA 95624
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
CA limited liability company
This business is conducted by a limited liability
company
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 8/16/
2024
S/ Lena Oclassen, CEO
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-0065570
1/27/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Perez
Trucking, 790 N. Lincoln Ave., Manteca CA 95336
Jose Alejandro Perez Nunez, 790 N. Lincoln Ave.,
Manteca CA 95336
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by a limited liability
company
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 1998
S/ Jose Alejandro Perez Nunez
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-006855
1/28/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Techni-
cal Service, 18884 Grace St., Linden CA 95236
Humberto Villarreal, PO Box 584, Linden CA 95236
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by an individual
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on NA
Humberto Villarreal
S/Alejandro Perez Nunez
3/6

Original (Refile)
Previous File # 2020-000770
Doc. #2024-117434
12/2/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Import
Export International, 4388 Matthew Way, Tracy, CA
95377
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Hong Cui, 4388 Matthew Way, Tracy CA 95377
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 2020
S/ Hong Cui
1/30

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2024-117434
1/31/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Satus,
Auxiliator, Practical Essential, Parabilis Auto, Sul-
len Transportation, 110 N. San Joaquin St., Stock-
ton CA 95202
Ronnie Linell Smith Jr., 110 N. San Joaquin St.,
Stockton CA 95202
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on N/A
S/ Ronnie Smith Jr.
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2024-002434
1/10/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Judy’s
Hair Salon, 1121 N Wilson Way, Stockton CA 95205
Teresa Gonzalez 1121 N Wilson Way, Stockton CA
95205
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 11/1999
S/ Teresa Gonzalez
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2024-107514
12/9/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Freshco
Food Center #4, 2720 Country Club Blvd., Stock-
ton CA 95204
Calistocks, Inc., 3750 W Shields Ave., Fresno CA
93722
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
CA corporation
This business is conducted by a corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 12/02/
2024
S/ Abdulgalti F. Hussein, President
2/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-000919
1/6/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Haynes
Board and Care, 17201 N. Tully Rd., Lodi CA 95240
Sandra Haynes, 17201 N. Tully Rd., Lodi CA 95240

Cheryl Parker 17201 N. Tully Rd. Lodi CA 95240
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by co-partners.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 1/3/2020
S/ Sandra Haynes-Andrews
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-005989
1/24/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Tracy
Ford Used Cars, 2628 Robertson Rd., Tracy CA
95304
Dornoch Inc., 3500 Auto Plaza Way, Tracy CA
95304
California corporation
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by a corporation
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 1/25/13
S/ Brian T. Nokes, President
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-005988
1/24/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Tracy
Ford, 3500 Auto Plaza Way,  Tracy CA 95304
Dornoch Inc., 3500 Auto Plaza Way, Tracy CA
95304
California corporation
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by a corporation
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 6-15-10
S/ Brian T. Nokes, President
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-005989
1/24/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Tracy
Ford Used Cars, 2628 Robertson Rd., Tracy CA
95304
Dornoch Inc., 3500 Auto Plaza Way, Tracy CA
95304
California corporation
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by a corporation
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 1/25/13
S/ Brian T. Nokes, President
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-002573
1/10/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Atlantis
Vending Co., 1225 Figueroa St., Stockton CA 95203
David Joseph Alanis, 1225 Fgueroa St.
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by an individual
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on N/A
S/ David Alanis
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-001761
1/9/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as O’
Connors Spotless Gutter & Roof Cleaning. 939 S.
Wagner Ave., Stockton CA 95215
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by an individual
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 1/9/25
S/ Fabian A. Vizcarra-O’Connor
3/6

Original (First Filing)
Doc. #2025-010143
2/7/2025
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Stock-
ton-Delta Amateur Radio Club, 5617 N Jack Tone
Rd., Stockton, California 95215
Stockton-Delta Amateur Radio Organization, PO
Box 690271, Stockton, California 95269
CA LLC
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
This business is conducted by a limited liability
company
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 6-1-1937
S/ Austin Erdman, Secretary
3/6
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San Joaquin Co.

LEGAL NOTICES

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFQ/RFP)

CaISHAPE HVAC Services

INTRODUCTION

The Linden Unified School District (“District”) re-
quests qualified Contractor firms to submit their
qualifications and proposal for services (“Services”)
for HVAC repair and maintenance, carbon dioxide
monitor installation, MERV- 13 Filter installation,
controls upgrades, reporting, and verification to be
funded by the California Schools Healthy Air,
Plumbing, and Efficiency (“CaISHAPE”) Ventilation
Program enacted under Assembly Bill 841. The Dis-
trict has successfully submitted its CaISHAPE Ap-
plications and has received approved funding for 6
Sites (Attachment B).

The goals of the project are to improve HVAC sys-
tem energy efficiency, safety, or performance and
complete all services mandated by the CaISHAPE
Ventilation Program Guidelines (Attachment C) for
current and future approved funding applications.
While this RFQ/RFP focuses on the above services,
the firm selected may, at the sole discretion of the
District, be engaged in other projects as designated
by the District.

1. RFQ/RFP PROCESS

The District, at its sole discretion, may select the
awarded respondent for subsequent phases of
work. The District, at its sole discretion, also re-
serves the right to reject any or all bidders.

This RFQ/RFP will remain open for two weeks.
Questions regarding this RFQ/RFP must be sub-
mitted in writing by e-mail to Linden Unified at
Fdickey0lindenusd.com on or before 2/13/25 at
5:00 PM. All responses to questions will be sent to
respondents by 5:OOPM on 2/20/25

ALL PROPOSALS ARE DUE BY 5:OOPM ON 2/
27/25 via email. Electronic submissions are re-
quested, and it is recommended that your submis-
sion be sent in advance of the deadline in case of
server delays. RFPs received after this date and
time will not be accepted.

Each RFQ/RFP must conforin and be responsive
to the requirements set forth, in this RFQ/RFP, and
must be submitted in the fortriat specified by the
District as defined in this RFQ/RFP. The District
reserves the right to waive any informalities or ir-
regularities in the RFQ/RFP. Further, the District
reserves the right to reject all RFQ/RFPs and to
negotiate contract terrns with one or more respon-
dents.

The District anticipates the following proposed
timeline for procurement events. I

Event Date

Deadline for Questions February 13, 2025 District
Issues Responses to all February 20, 2025 Respon-
dents Proposal Submittal Deadline February 27,
2025 Anticipated Award Date March 6, 2025

II., MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

Respondents must meet the following minimum
requirements to participate in the District’s RFQ/
RFP process:

0 Successful implementation of at least ten (10)
California K- 12 large-scale CaISHAPE projects

0 Supply at least Five (5) customer references, for
which the respondent has provided turnkey HVAC
implementation and energy services in the past five
(5) years.

0 Licensed with Contractors State License Board
of California, with active standing. Minimum License
Requirements: B, C-7, C-10, C-20, C-36, C46.

0 Registered as public works contractor with the
Department of Industrial Relations.

0 In-house licensed, credentialed, trained, and
knowledgeable staff, as follows:

• Firm must employ a minimum of three (3) me-
chanical P.E.’s license by the state of

California and have the ability to perform mechani-
cal engineering services in-house.

• Firm must employ a minimum of two (2) Certified
Energy Manager (CEM).

0 In order to comply with the requirements of the
CaISHAPE Ventilation program, the following quali-
fications are required for the firm providing the Ser-
vices. The qualifications must be met by firm’s per-
sonnel or under subcontract, as described below:

o Qualified testing personnel, meaning either:

(1) An HVAC acceptance test technician certified
to complete the forms set forth in subparagraph
(B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section
10-103.2 of Part I of Title 24 of the California Code
of Regulations by an Acceptance Test Technician
Certification Provider (ATTCP) that is approved by
the Energy Commission to provide that certifica-
tion.

(2) Or, a certified testing, adjusting, and balancing
(TAB) technician: A technician certified to perform
testing, adjusting, and balancing of HVAC systems
by the Associated Air Balance Council (AABC), the
National Environmental Balancing Bureau (NEBB),
or the Testing, Adjusting and

Balancing Bureau (TABB).

o Qualified adjusting personnel, meaning either:

? (1) A certified TAB technician, as defined above.

40

2

(2) A Skilled and Trained Workforce under the su-
pervision of a TAB Technician.

0 Extensive knowledge and working experience
with the California Energy Commission (CEC),
California Air Resources Board (CARB) and the CA
State Controller’s Office.

Extensive experience with Office of Public-School
Construction (OPSC), CDE, DSA, the public school
construction building and design codes, including
but not limited to California Building and Electrical
Codes, and Title 24 of the California Code of Regu-
lations, is mandatory.

Firm must have an in-house, full-service automa-
tion group capable of installing and servicing vari-
ous building automation systems.

0 Minimum of $ 100 Million in bonding capacity.

Must have an operating full-service office within 30
miles of the School District’s (LEA) Office. Firm must
employ its own in-house HVAC, automation and
chiller service and retrofit technicians

Failure to provide accurate and complete informa-
tion as requested is grounds for disqualification.

111. SCOPE OF WORK

Upon award, the selected respondent will be re-
quired to perform mechanical HVAC Contractor
scope of work for the HVAC Assessment and Main-
tenance Pathway requirements included in the CA
Energy Commission CaISHAPE Ventilation Pro-
gram Guidelines (Attachment C). Scope of work
applies to the attached list of school sites and as-
sociated funding (Attachment A). The scope of work
will include 20 percent of the LEA/District approved
grant amount as a contingency fund for necessary
repairs, upgrades, or replacements.

Contractor shall refer to Sections B, C, D, E, F, and
G for detailed scope of services in the CaISHAPE
Guidelines which includes an HVAC Maintenance
and Repairs, MERV Filter and carbon dioxide moni-
tor installations, and HVAC contingency repairs and
adjustments.

The selected respondent shall be eligible, through
this contract, for ftiture work related to the upgrade,
repair, or replacement of HVAC/Building Automa-
tion Systems, installation of alternate energy equip-
ment, and other energy conservation/reduction
measures and services, through utilization of CA
Code 4217.

The scope of work is summarized herein and in-
cludes, but is not limited to, the following. 3

1. HVAC Filtration installation

40 Install filtration with a minimum efficiency re-
porting value (MERV) of 13 or better in the HVAC
system where feasible. If MERV 13 is not feasible,
then the highest MERV filtration that can be used
in the HVAC system without adversely impacting
the equipment shall be installed.

40 Qualified Testing Personnel shall test system
capacity and airflow to determine the highest MERV
filtration that can be installed without adversely
impacting equipment, shall replace or upgrade fil-
ters where needed, and shall verify that those fil-
ters are installed correctly.

0 Economizer dampers and controls that are not
properly functioning shall be repaired by a Skilled
and Trained Workforce.

~ 2. C02 Monitor Installation/Additional Require-
ments

A Qualified Testing or Adjusting Personnel shall
review control sequences to verify systems will
maintain intended ventilation, temperature, and
humidity conditions during school operation.

Building Automation System (BAS) installation,
upgrade, or expansion leveraging existing technol-
ogy.

3.

0 Carbon dioxide monitoring and monitor installa-
tion.

Contingency Repairs and further HVAC adjust-
ments

After the 20% contingent funding is secure, the
selected Contractor will provide turnkey implemen-
tation services for the approved scope of work in-
cluding all necessary permits, engineering, procure-
ment, delivery, installation, and compliance with
CaISHAPE guidelines.

IV. PROPOSAL SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Proposals shall respond to each item noted and
follow the format described below. Please limit re-
sponse information to no more than fifteen (15)
pages and include relevant information only (Cover
Page, Letter of Interest, Table of Contents, and
Resumes do not count towards page count). Sub-
mitted materials are limited to 8-1/2 x 11 sized pa-
per.

Late responses will not be accepted.

Proposals shall be submitted via email to
fdickey(&Iindenusd.com by February 27, 2025. It
is recommended that your submission be sent in
advance of the deadline in case of server delays.

Proposals should be divided by electronic mail and
include sections according to items in 4 the index.
This will assist the evaluating team in identifying
items and infort-nation submitted with the proposal.
The table of contents of the proposal should in-

clude a clear and complete identification of the
materials submitted by tab section and page num-
ber.

Tab 1: Cover Letter/Letter of Interest Provide a let-
ter no more than two (2) pages of introduction
signed by an authorized office of the organization.
Clearly identify the individual(s) who are authorized
to speak on behalf of the firm during the evaluation
process. At a minimum, the cover letter must also
include: a. A brief statement of interest and sum-
mary of relevant qualifications to engage in a pro-
fessional relationship with the District. b. Describe
how the Contractor meets the minimum require-
ments as described in section III of the RFQ/RFP.
c. A brief explanation of your firm’s in-house ser-
vices and how those services can be directly ap-
plied to the requirements of this RFQ/RFP.

Tab 2: Description of Firm and Sub-Consultant
Firms Provide the following information for firm and
sub-consultant firrn(s) for this project: a. Finn Le-
gal Name and principal place of business b. Over-
view of firm’s experience with public school HVAC
projects c. Type of business entity including type
of entity and its ownership, size of staff, number of
professionals which will perform the work, Loca-
tion of its principal office d. History, number of years
in business in California e. All applicable firm li-
censes including license numbers and expirations
dates f. Provide a statement of the Contractor’s fi-
nancial capacity and capability to perform to the
terms of this solicitation request g. Sub-Consultant
Firm(s): Describe each sub-consultant firm and
proposed services and responsibilities for the work;
describe the relationship of your firm and sub-con-
sultant firm(s) h. Provide a Quality Assurance/Qual-
ity Controls plan specific to data collection, data
management, testing, maintenance and repair
work, and reporting i. Finn Track Record: Provide
responses to the following items - Has your firm
ever been terminated or dismissed by a client or
replaced by another firm during any educational
and/or related project? If so, explain in detail - Does
your firm have any current or pending litigation? If
so, please describe - Has your firm ever defaulted
on a contract within the past five (5) years or de-
clared bankruptcy, or been placed in receivership
within the past five (5) years?

Tab 3: Relevant CaISHAPE (10 projects) and
HVAC/Energy (5 vrojects) Project Experience

List relevant K- 12 school HVAC projects where
like services were performed and include: a. Project
name and location

b. Year completed or current status

c. Client, contact person, and phone number d.
Services performed

e. Project/Contract Cost

Tab 4: References Provide a minimum of three (3)
California K- 12 districts references for which the
responding firm provided tum-key responsibility and
similar services in the past three (3) years. Describe
the scope of work, start/completion date, services
and equipment provided, project size, and results
achieved.

Tab 5: Proposed Project Team Identify key person-
nel and/or team members and include a clear de-
scription of each team member’s role and project
responsibilities; include an Organization Chart in-
dicating reporting structure.

Provide a resume (1-page max) for each team
member including required CaISHAPE HVAC Test-
ing and Adjusting personnel, and licensed profes-
sionals. Resumes shall include: a. Name of per-
son and title/role b. Relevant project experience c.
Education (institution, degree(s) earned) d. Profes-
sional registrations and licenses (license number/
type/state/year) e. Copies of HVAC Testing and
Adjusting certificates for required personnel

V. EVALUATION CRITERIA

A “best value” method of selection will be utilized
to evaluate proposals. The “best value” method
includes, but is not limited to the following selec-
tion criteria:

0 Technical expertise;

0 Team expertise and prior experience;

40 Recent success with similar services;

0 Proposed team and availability of qualified staff;

0 Prior experience with District staff and current
consultants.

RFQ/P Selection Criteria

I Evaluation Weight %

Proposal Completeness

Firm Information and Qualifications

25%

Prior Project Experience  35%

Proposed Project Team  35%

V1. ATTACHMENTS

Attachment “A” - CaISHAPE Ventilation Program
Mechanical Services Implementation/Scope of
Work

Attachment “B” - List of CaISHAPE School Sites
and Funding

 Attachment “C” - CA Energy Commission, Califor-
nia Schools Healthy Air, Plumbing, and Efficiency
(CalSHAPE) Ventilation Program Guidelines

Attachment “D” - CEC HVAC Assessment Report
Worksheets

Attachment “E” - Required Procurement Forms

Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Home
Heart Construction, 2503 Section Ave., Stockton
CA 95205
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
HHC Residential LLC, 2506 Section Ave., Stock-
ton, California 95205
CA LLC
This business is conducted by a limited liability
company.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 7-31-
2024
S/ Stacey Lynn Reed, Manager
1/2

Original (First)
Doc. #2024-137666
11/26/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Kona
Ice Of Ripon, 623 Ripona Ave., Ripon, CA 95336
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Spencer’s Shaved Ice LLC, 623 Ripona Ave.,
Ripon, CA 95366
CA LLC
This business is conducted by a limited liability
company
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on not ap-
plicable
S/ Bernadette I. Romero-Spencer, CEO
1/23

Original (First)
Doc. #2024-118158
12/30/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Mole
Carmelita, 10731 East Ada Avenue, Stockton, CA
95215
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Francisca Cervantes, 10731 East Ada Avenue,
Stockton, CA 95215
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 2016
S/ Francisca Cervantes
1/23

Original (First)
Doc. #2024-090782
10/24/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as J.H.L.
Agriculture, 616 N. Grant St., Stockton, CA 95202
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Justin R Alvarez Hernandez,616 N. Grant St.,
Stockton CA 95202
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on N/A
S/ Justin Alvarez
11/28

Original (First)
Doc. #2024-117104
12/26/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Divine
Visions, 2179 Brennan Lane, Manteca, CA 95337
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Divine Visions Weddings & Events LLC, 2179
Brennan Lane, Manteca, CA 95337
CA LLC
This business is conducted by a limited liability
company
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 10-25-
24
S/ Vanessa De La Torre, Managing Member
1/23

Original (First)
Doc. #2024-116246
12/23/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Louie’s
Market, 734 E. Main Street, Stockton CA 95202
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Wood And Hunt, Inc., 27 N. Grant Street, Stock-
ton, CA 95202
CA Corp.
This business is conducted by a corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 1-1-25
S/ Dru Vincent Hunt, CEO
1/23

Original (First)
Doc. #2024-108938
12/10/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Smog
Star Express, 22 East 8th St., Tracy CA 95376
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Gilroy Holding LLC, 555 Palm Ave H2D5, Millbrae
CA 94030
CA LLC
This business is conducted by a limited liability
company.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on NA
S/ Dariusa Alhmaton, Managing Member
1/23

Original (First)
Doc. #2024-114307
12/17/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as
Saavedra’s Bakehouse, 719 La Mesa Ct., Manteca,
CA 95336
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Daisy Ocegueda-Saavedra, 719 Le Mesa Ct.,
Manteca CA 95336
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on NA
S/ Daisy Ocegueda-Saavedra
1/23

Original (First)
Doc. #2024-115349
12/19/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Moun-
tain Mike’s Pizza, 1201 W Main St., Suite 18, Ripon
CA 95366
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
NS Diamond Food Inc., 1946 Mirabelle Ave.,
Manteca, CA 95337
This business is conducted by a corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 12/09/
24
S/ Gurpreet Kaur Bola, CEO
1/23

Original (First)
Doc. #2024-094348
11/4/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Vedo’s
New And Used Treasures, 10181 River Park Circle,
Stockton, CA 95209
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Confessor Fitito Borrero, 101 River Park Circle,
Stockton, CA 95209
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on NA
S/ Confessor F Borrero
1/2

Original (First)
Doc. #2024-103922
11/25/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Travelin’
Tom’s Coffee of Lodi, 623 Ripona Ave., Ripon, CA
95366
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Spencer’s Traveling Coffee LLC, P.O. Box 1371,
Ripon CA 95366
CA LLC
This business is conducted by a limited liability
company.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on N/A
S/ Bernadette Romero-Spencer, Managing Mem-
ber
1/23

Original (First)
Doc. #2024-105750
12/2/2024
Original
Steve J. Bestolarides, Recorder/County Clerk
Fictitious Business Name Statement
The following person is doing business as Cuevas
& Son, 3429 Forest Dr., Stockton, CA 95205
County of Place of Business: San Joaquin County
Luis Cuevas Garcia, 3429 Forest Dr., Stockton CA
95205
This business is conducted by an individual.
The registrant commenced to transact business
under the name or names listed above on 2010
S/ Luis Cuevas
1/23
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erty. The suspect fled with store property. SUSPECT: White
male adult.

Battery on an Officer (1156) 1000 Block of North Wilson Way,
Park District
Officers responded to the area on a report of a trespassing

subject. When officers contacted the suspect, she became
upset and threw an object at one officer. Officers took the
suspect into custody without further incident. The officer was
not injured and remained on duty. ARRESTED: Reina
Hernandez, 40, for battery on an officer.

Resisting Arrest (1317) 4700 Block of Pacific Avenue, Lakeview
District
Officers responded to a theft report and tried to detain the

suspect. The suspect ignored the officers’ commands and fled
on foot. The suspect was taken into custody after a brief foot
pursuit. Arrested: A 16-year-old was cited for theft and re-
sisting arrest

Assault with a Deadly Weapon (0440) Sixth Street and Airport
Way, Park District
The female victim, 39, and the male victim, 30, were driving

in the listed area when the suspect tried to run them off the
road. SUSPECT: Hispanic male.

Resisting Arrest (0940) 3400 Block of West Hammer Lane,
Bear Creek District
Officers responded to a report of a disturbance, and when

they arrived, the suspect attempted to flee. Officers tried to
take the suspect into custody, but he resisted arrest. The sus-
pect was taken into custody after a brief struggle. ARRESTED:
A seventeen-year-old male for resisting arrest.

Resisting Arrest (1200) 3900 Block of Arch Road, Park Dis-
trict
Officers responded to the listed area regarding a subject in

distress. The subject refused the officer’s commands, and force
was used to take him into custody. The subject was turned
over to a facility for evaluation.

Weapon Arrest (1645) 9100 Block of West Lane, Valley Oak
District
Officers conducted a search of a residence in the listed area.

During the search, officers located a loaded firearm. AR-
RESTED: Eric Cohen, 41, for weapon violations.

Weapon Arrest (0024) 9100 Block of Thornton Road, Bear
Creek District
The suspect was reported to have entered an area business

with a firearm. Officers detained the suspect and recovered a
loaded firearm that was concealed on his person. ARRESTED:
Surjinder Gill, 23, for weapon violations.

Armed Robbery (1830) 300 Block of South San Joaquin Street,
Seaport District
The male victim, 50, was in the area when he was approached

by the suspect. The suspect pistol-whipped the victim with a
handgun and stole his property before fleeing. The victim sus-
tained non-life-threatening injuries and refused medical at-
tention. SUSPECT: Black male adult.

Resisting Arrest (2132) 9000 Block of Warm Springs Circle,
Valley Oak District
Officers responded to the area on a report of a female ask-

ing for help. The suspect attempted to prevent officers from
speaking with the female. When officers attempted to detain
the suspect, he fled, and force had to be used to take him into
custody. ARRESTED: Whathana Vorn, 38, for resisting arrest
and child abuse.

Person Shot (2200) Alabama Avenue and Glendale Avenue,
Seaport District
The male victim, 63, was walking in the area when he was

approached by the suspect. The suspect brandished a fire-
arm and demanded the victim’s property. The victim and sus-
pect struggled over the firearm, and the suspect shot the vic-
tim. The suspect fled on a bicycle with the victim’s property.
The victim was treated at a local hospital for a non-life-threat-
ening injury. SUSPECT: Hispanic of Asian male adult.

Negligent Discharge of a Firearm (0800) Lincoln Street and
Church Street, Seaport District
Officers received reports of a male firing a revolver in the

air. He was subsequently located and detained. ARRESTED:
Adiel Prudente-Vargas, 34, for weapon charges and several
warrants.

Assault with a Deadly Weapon (2100) California Street and
Hazelton Avenue, Seaport District
The female victim, 55, was walking in the area when the

suspect approached and asked for money. When the victim
refused, the suspect assaulted the victim with a metal object.
The victim was transported to an area hospital for non-life-
threatening injuries. SUSPECT: Black adult female.

Assault with a Deadly Weapon (0100) 700 Block of Boston
Avenue, Seaport District
The male victim, 26, and the female victim, 22, were in the

listed area to sell shoes. During the exchange, one suspect
retrieved a gun and shot at the victim’s vehicle as they fled.
The victims were not injured. SUSPECTS: Two Hispanic adult
males and one Hispanic adult female.

Armed Robbery (0155) 600 Block of East Anderson Street,
Seaport District
The male victim, 20, was walking home when two suspects

followed him and tried to take his property. As the victim ran
into his house he heard two gunshots, and the suspects fled
in a vehicle. The victim was uninjured. SUSPECT: Two Black
adult females.

might be short on utensils to-

night.”
The CHP said the spill

should serve as a reminder to
all highway travelers to make

sure their loads are properly
secured.

Feb. 10 (UPI) — Officials in Sri
Lanka said a monkey in the

wrong place at the wrong time
was to blame for a power

blackout that affected the en-
tire nation.

Energy Minister Kumara
Jayakody told reporters at a

news conference that the out-
age was caused by a monkey

that came into contact with a
grid transformer at the

Panadura Power Station, lo-
cated south of the capital, Co-

lombo.
The outage began at 11 a.m.

local time Sunday, and utility
officials got to work restoring

power, with hospitals and wa-
ter purifica-

tion facili-
ties being

given top
priority.

T h e

C e y l o n
Electricity

Board is-
sued an

apology for the blackout on
Sunday.

The blackout evoked memo-
ries of rolling blackouts that

occurred during Sri Lanka’s
economic crisis in 2022.

Some senior engineers said
they have been warning offi-

cials for years about the need
for upgrades in the power in-

frastructure.
“These may be the immedi-

ate solutions but past govern-
ments have failed to act or

upgrade the systems. In fact
the national power grid is in

such a weakened state that
frequent island-wide power

outages may be expected if
there is a disturbance even in

one of our lines,” a source fa-
miliar with the country’s util-

ity system told Sri Lanka’s
Daily Mirror newspaper.

Feb. 10 (UPI) — Serial
Guinness World Record-

breaker David Rush took his
juggling skills — and his

snacking prowess — to the
extreme by taking 198 bites

out of three apples while jug-
gling the fruits for one minute.

Rush, who holds the most
concurrent Guinness World

Records titles, previously set
the record for most bites taken

out of three apples while jug-
gling at 164 during the 2018

MIT Juggling Convention.
He took aim at his own title

during a visit to Guinness
World Records headquarters

in London.
“The rules are strict so each

bite has to be small, precise,
and fast,” Rush wrote online.

“There’s no time to swallow
(even though swallowing is al-

lowed), so I had to spit out the
bites while keeping the apples

in motion (but only after my
mouth couldn’t hold anymore

to be efficient).”
Rush successfully broke the

record with 198 bites — a rate
of more than three bites per

second.

Feb. 12 (UPI) — A 14-year-old

“human calculator” from India
put his mental math to the test

and broke six Guinness World
Records in a single day.

Aaryan Shukla, 14, of
Maharashtra, set his first

Guinness World Record about
a year ago, when he took on

the record for the fastest time
to mentally add 50 five-digit

numbers on the set of Italian
TV series Lo Sho Dei Record.

Shukla, who accomplished the
feat in a time of only 25.19

seconds, was invited to Dubai
by Guinness World Records

and now has six more titles to
his name.

In a single day, Shukla
broke the records for the fast-

est time to mentally add 100
four-digit numbers (30.9 sec-

onds), fastest time to mentally
add 200 four-digit numbers (1

minute, 9.68 seconds), fastest
time to mentally add 50 five-

digit numbers (18.71 sec-
onds), fastest time to mentally

divide a 20-digit number by a
ten-digit number (5 minutes,

42 seconds), fastest time to
mentally multiply two five-

digit numbers (51.69 seconds)
and fastest time to mentally

multiply two eight-digit num-
bers (2 minutes, 35.41 sec-

onds).
Shukla, nicknamed the “Hu-

man Calculator” by Guinness
World Records, said he prac-

tices math for five to six hours
a day to keep his mind sharp

for competitions.
Shukla’s father said his fam-

ily doesn’t know where the
boy’s skills come from.

“We are a normal family.
Aaryan is a one in a billion

kind of person, but I don’t
think that we are a family of

mental calculators,” he said.

Feb. 12 (UPI) — A New York
Zoo offered a sneak preview of

some of the artwork that will
be available at its upcoming

gala auction: creations by ani-
mals including penguins, gi-

raffes, sloths, capybaras and
others.

The Animal Adventure Park
and Preserve in Harpursville

announced the Dream Big
Gala: Night Out on the Town,

scheduled for March 15, will
feature a silent auction for

works of art created by several
of the species that call the zoo

home.
Zookeepers said they use

various methods to encourage
the animals to paint as a fun

enrichment activity.
“With our penguins as well,

the easiest way for me to get
them to paint is with food,”

Zookeeper Mikayla Conway
told WBNG-TV. “They are very

food motivated, and if some
days they don’t feel like using

food, they will chase around a
cat laser.”

The zoo offered some sneak
previews on social media,

sharing photos of animals in-
cluding penguins, capybaras,

sloths and giraffes painting.

Feb. 12 (UPI) — An opossum

was treated at a Nebraska ani-
mal hospital after wandering

into a family’s back yard and
gorging itself on an entire

chocolate mousse cake from
Costco.

Kim Doggett said the cake
had been placed on a table in

her Gretna back yard because
she ran out of room in the

fridge.
“I always have a house full

and we cook a lot and when
you run out of room in the

fridge you just sit it on the
table outside in the winter,”

Doggett told Forbes.
She said her son took some

fresh-made peanut butter
balls outside to cool and dis-

covered an opossum was
curled up on the outdoor sec-

tional, which was covered in
chocolate paw prints.

“The cake had been knocked
off the table and was sitting

on the floor in front of where
she was,” Doggett told the

Omaha World-Herald. “The
cover was off, and it was al-

most gone.”
The opossum was not mov-

ing, and appeared to be pant-
ing.

“The opossum looked a little
distressed,” she said. “We

thought we better call the Hu-
mane Society and get this guy

checked out.”
Doggett said she couldn’t

find any information online on
whether chocolate is danger-

ous to opossums, but she
knew the treat was toxic to

dogs, so she figured it was
better to be safe than sorry.

A Nebraska Humane Society
animal control officer took the

opossum to Nebraska Wildlife
Rehab, which posted a photo

of the animal to social media
along with an intake note

reading: “Opossum was
brought in due to having eaten

an entire Costco chocolate
cake.”

“Everybody was posting that
this was their spirit animal,”

Doggett said.
Veterinarians treated the

opossum with activated char-
coal to neutralize any poten-

tial toxicity from the chocolate.
She was also found to have a

high level of lead, likely from
eating local insects.

The opossum is now being
treated for the lead in her sys-

tem and will be released in a

few weeks, rehab officials said.
“With some time in rehab (and

a diet reset), this choco-holic
should be stabilized enough to

return to the wild but until
then, she is definitely a little

cranky about our strict ‘zero
chocolate’ policy,” the rehab

said on social media.

Animals can
paint (sometimes
better than humans)

Boy ‘human calcu-
lator’—but can he
balance parent’s
checkbook?

I ate the whole
thing—but where’s
the ice cream?

Amazing apple biter—
but why not swallow?

Some  monkey
business keeps power
off for an entire nation


